John became an admirable practical anatomist and dissector for his brother, and for many years they were friendly and mutually supportive. However, the relationship between the two brothers deteriorated. It is unclear whether this was due to arguments over priority, affiliation, John's marriage or jealousy over specimens or appointments (the appointment of John to the Royal Society antedated that of William). By 1780 their estrangement was complete, with bitter contestation at the Royal Society over precedence for the discovery of the nature of maternal circulation through the placenta. 5 In the museum today under the banner of 'The Enlightenment' -the Age of Reason -is a quotation by Voltaire: 'We look to Scotland for all our ideas of civilis- (Figure 4 ).
Although I have concentrated here on the collections dealing with sciences directly relevant to surgery and medicine, there are sections on geology, anthropology (including the Leakey footprints), evolution, entomology, the Antonine Wall, coins and gems. The section on Lord Kelvin's contributions to the physical sciences deserves special mention -especially his approach to model-building as intrinsic to understanding or building scientific concepts ( Figure 5 ).
William Hunter made key anatomical contributions to the study and practice of obstetrics (including his masterpiece The Anatomy of the Human Gravid Uterus), the placenta, the lymphatic system, bones and joints. Under 'William Hunter investigates' is a quotation attributed to the great man: 'Anatomy is the only solid foundation of medicine; it is to the physician and surgeon what geometry is to the astronomer.' What lessons have we failed to appreciate from our history? In Scotland, 6 and indeed the rest of the United Kingdom, the last 20 years have seen major erosion of that 'solid foundation': medical schools' teaching of anatomy.
Information
The Hunterian Museum (University of Glasgow, Gilbert Scott Building, Glasgow G12 8QQ) is open Tuesday -Saturday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and on Sunday between 11:00 am and 4:00 pm.
On the cover
The cover image of this issue of the Scottish Medical Journal shows William Hunter's obstetric forceps. Hunter criticized others for overuse of forceps, believing that many practitioners relied on them too much and that their indiscriminate use was associated with high death rates.
